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Minister’s Letter
Dear friends,

As always, I want to thank the Kirk Session
It’s lovely to share this letter

and express sincere thanks to all who
faithfully serve Christ within the life of the
congregation at Brookside. There are
scores of people who give hours upon hours
in many different areas.

organisations and this is a work has
increasing demands and challenges. Yet I
want to encourage those who do so with the
words of Psalm 126 that when we sow in
tears we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up. Heaven alone will show the true
value of what we are engaged in.

also as a parent, I want to express my
sincere thanks to Tessa and Mike Arnold
who have served so faithfully as Sunday
School Superintendents over these past
years and are now stepping down from this
really

do

appreciate

their

enthusiasm for Christ and the Gospel and
their wonderful love for the children. They
have shown a great passion for our children
to see the Gospel in a very relevant way.
Please pray for Catherine McCartney and
Diane Petrie as they take up this important
role.
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position as interim Clerk of Session and I
want to express sincere thanks for the
wisdom and dedication he has shown in this
role. Please pray for James Thompson as he
also for Richard Petrie as Deputy Clerk.
During this last few years I have buried quite
a number of people who have been great
stalwarts and prayer warriors within our
church. We do continue to commend their
families before the throne of grace. Please
pray that God will raise up in these days
those who can fill the gap and be the future

Not just as the minister of Brookside, but

We

Hayburn has stepped down from his

takes up this role as Clerk of Session and

Many serve within our children’s and youth

role.

and Committee for their faithfulness. Colin

stalwarts within Brookside.
Finally, can I ask you to pray that within all
that we do as a congregation over this next
year, the saved and the unsaved will see the
glory of Christ, the eternal Son of God who
has died for the salvation of His people.
Pray that people will see Christ in such a
way that they will never be the same again.
Yours in Christ,
William Moody

Session
In Matthew chapter 28 we read The Great

Meetings and through the ministry of the

Commission in which the Lord said as

Choir and Praise Group.

follows:

Session would like to thank William and

“All authority in heaven and on earth has

each leader, member and helper in all the

been given to me. Go therefore and make

organisations and activities listed above for

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in

their dedication, love and sacrifice in the

the name of the Father and of the Son and

faithful witness to Christ in their service. We

of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe

also pray for the many men, women and

all that I have commanded you. And

children who have heard the gospel

behold, I am with you always, to the end of

through these activities in 2017, and we

the age”.

pray for encouragement and growth for

These thrilling words of our Lord have
provided us as a church with the authority

those who know the Lord, and light and
salvation for those not yet in Christ.

and instruction to engage in various

As a church family we have known joys and

activities in 2017, seeking to be obedient to

sorrows in this past year. It has been a very

Him and to this calling – to share the gospel

sad year for many in our congregation who

and teach the Word of God.

have lost dearly loved members of their

William has faithfully preached and taught
the

Word

each

Sunday,

and

each

families. We pray for those who mourn and
are sorrowful in grief.

We have

We have known joy in a number of

conducted two bible study courses at mid-

marriages and baptisms, and we pray for

week on Loving Your Church and Speaking

the future blessing of couple and families as

About Jesus.

they grow in Christ.

Wednesday at mid-week.

The Gospel has also been

lovingly and faithfully shared at Sunday
School, Bible Class, Girls Brigade, Boys
Brigade, Youth Club, Youth Fellowship,
Luncheon Fellowship, AIM, Holiday Bible
Club , the outreach in Cushendun, the Brook
Café , Parent and Toddlers, the Book Club,
the Men’s Nights, the special Harvest
Services, the Rev. Dominic Smart Teaching
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2017 also brought changes within session
and committee, and new leaders joined
some of our organisations. After many
years of dedicated and faithful service
Robert Turtle and John Montgomery felt it
was time to retire from the eldership. Both
will be missed within session, and we thank

them both for their service in the Lord’s

provided to the church through her ministry.

name, and each will continue as Elder

We also thank Rachel Thompson, Rob

Emeritus. Presbytery granted us permission

Evans and Hannah Johnston for agreeing to

to begin the process of selecting new elders,

play the organ and piano in our worship in

and after a vote from the church and the

2018. We also give thanks for the

interviewing

continued faithfulness and encouragement

Richard

procedure

Petrie,

Richard

of

Presbytery,
Cromie

and

of the choir and their ministry, and we are

Jonathan McCartney were named as elders

also thankful for the new faces who joined

elect to be ordained in 2018. We pray for

this year.

God’s hand upon these men and their
families as they undertake their duties as
elders.

The choir, the praise group, session and the
leaders of the church organisations met in
2017 to discuss the form of , content , and

David Stevenson, Paul McMahon, Jonathan

the

Clarke and

the

services in church. There was unity in the

Committee in 2017 and, again, we pray for

conclusions that all worship should be

God’s blessing on them and their families as

glorifying to God, biblical and reverential,

they serve Him. We thank the previous

and within those overriding principles,

members of Committee for their service.

should also try when possible cater for

Philip

Cromie

joined

Megan Young and Jenalee Kennedy joined
Sunday school as teachers, and Rosemary
Boult, Sarah Jones, Andrea Neal, and
Jacqueline Neal joined the GB as leaders.
After six years of faithful and talented
service, Mrs Hilda Russell decided at the
end of 2017 to step down from the position
of organist and choir leader. Again, we
thank Hilda for the many blessings she
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motivation behind worship in our

various styles of music and songs, and the
tastes of young and old. Please pray for this
important issue as we move into a new year.
We give sincere and humble gratitude and
praise to our God for His faithfulness to us
in 2017, and we pray that we as a Church
will honour Him and serve Him more and
more as we ask Him to guide us, as He has
always done in His grace, through another
year in 2018.

Committee
As we look back over the year 2017, we

The Resource Committee

can praise God for his continued goodness

accomplish our task in 2017 with a sense of

and guidance to us as individuals and as

duty and willingness to serve the Lord. We

members of committee. We thank God for

strive to help Session and support the

his many blessings to our congregation

congregation in as many ways as we can.

during the past twelve months. We would

A significant step was taken this year to

like to thank you, Brookside members, for

make the financial report and the annual

your prayerful support of all aspects of

church

Church life. We are particularly grateful for

Copies were still made available in written

the financial support for so many projects.

form to meet the needs of everyone in the

The first meeting of 2017 was held on 24
January and concluded the term of office of
our previous committee. A newly constituted
committee was appointed for a three-year
period, in May and several, new members
were elected to serve the Lord. At these
elections Philip Cromie, Paul McMahon,
David Stevenson and Jonathan Clarke were
appointed to serve the Lord for the next
three years. We wish them great success in
their new role within the Church and pray
that God will bless them as they carry out
their duties.
During the year the sub-committees have
been meeting regularly as they seek God’s
blessing on the work of our Church. We are
grateful to those who have taken up the
important roles of chairing and taking the
minutes of each of the meetings. Thanks to
each member of the sub-committees, the
work of the Church moves forward in a most
efficient and effective manner.
7

report

available

worked to

electronically.

congregation. We look forward to another
years work for the Lord in 2018 wherever it
is

required.

We

encourage

the

congregation to pray for us and our work
and we greatly appreciate it when they
bring any matters to our attention where we
may be of help.

The

Finance

Committee

has

endeavoured to manage the financial
affairs of the congregation in a Godhonouring way, seeking to maintain a
balance between the needs, witness, and
outreach of our own congregation with the
material and spiritual needs of others at
home and abroad through support for
mission, overseas teams, and evangelism.
There have been significant changes in
pension rights and travelling expenses for
full time employees during 2017 which the
committee have introduced successfully.
We are again grateful to the congregation
for their generous financial giving to the

various Church funds and special thanks

this report is compiled. The tarmacking of

goes to the members of the count teams for

the car-park is related to this major work.

their dedication and hard work throughout
the year.

The Property Committee

The

Evangelism

Committee

have

organised several outreach events which
continued to

have been well supported.

The Men’s

ensure that the fabric of the Church and its

Evenings have been very successful and

buildings are well maintained to a high

further events are planned in the incoming

standard. As usual the tidy-up week was

year.

held in June and the Property Committee
would like to thank all who give of their time
and effort to accomplish the tasks required.
We were expecting the Northern Ireland
Water service to be engaged in major
repair work to the stream and underground
pipe work in the Autumn of 2017, but the
work did not commence until the spring of
2018 and is only reaching completion as

8

May we, as usual record our thanks to the
caretaker,

J

Craig

and

his

deputy,

C McCartney for their work during 2017.
Their

efforts

are

greatly

appreciated.

Finally, we would ask you to continue to
prayer earnestly for the work of our
committee in the practical and financial
upkeep of Brookside.

Sunday School
In Sunday School we have enjoyed another

Towards the end of the spring term we had

wonderful year together. At the start of term

a few Sundays where all the classes joined

we enjoyed ‘Bring a Bestie’ day when

together or where a few classes joined up

children were encouraged to bring a friend

into three sections. Through word, craft and

who doesn’t usually go to Sunday School.

games we learnt about three ladies in the

In October we hosted a parents’ morning

Bible – Eve, Esther and Mary – and how

and our guest speaker, Debbie Webster,

God has made us all special and has special

helped us grapple with the challenging

plans for each of our lives.

topic of young people and the internet. In
January some of teachers shared real life
stories of how Jesus helps them in their day
to day work and lives and how our love for
Him should impact everything we do. We
always take a keen interest in Vispa and in
February it was great to hear our teachers,
Louise and Liz, talk about the Summer 2017
mission trip to Kenya.

We had guests during the year – Anna and
Phoebe from Vispa, and Derek Livingstone
from ‘Ambassadors in Sport’. Derek told us
a little about his work and gave some useful
football tips!

In March we enjoyed a Big Breakfast; we
shared sausage baps, donuts and fruit
before hearing about the breakfast Jesus
cooked and shared with his friends.
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However perhaps

the year’s

to lose Roberta Stewart, Barbara Polley,

highlights was the morning taken by our

Sarah Bones and Megan Young but

oldest, year 8 and 9, class who shared with

appreciate their invaluable contribution to

us their learning about the persecuted

the life and running of Sunday School and

church. We were very proud of their

their input into our children’s lives.

enthusiasm,

care

one of

and

interest

in

our

brothers and sisters throughout the world.
And of course, there were also our annual
Christmas

parties

and

PCI-organised

children’s event ‘Kid’s Big Day Out’.

We are also thankful for, and to, our prayer
warriors who continue to uphold us and we
request your ongoing support. Furthermore,
we are thankful to our young people who
formed our new ‘Sunday’s Cool’ praise
group and who taught new songs during the
year to the rest of Sunday School, and to all
the

children

of

Sunday

School

who

participated with such joy in our Christmas
and Children’s day celebrations.
Conscious

of

the

various

influences

competing for our children’s attention we
made

particular

efforts

this

year

to

encourage regular, weekly attendance at
This varied itinerary interspersed our usual
weekly format of singing, prayer and Bible
lessons, which remains the main basis of our
meetings together. We find that it is in these
small groups that teachers form meaningful
relationships with our children, the gospel
can be taught, and faith can grow. We are
extremely blessed by our group of teachers
who all, so evidently, love the Lord and our
children; their diligent investment in our
children’s lives and eternities cannot be
overestimated. This year we are very sorry
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Sunday School. We introduced pin badges
to acknowledge good attendance and
awarded these on a bi-monthly basis; we
also hoped that through our publicised
themed days, children might be encouraged
to keep coming throughout the year. We’d
ask particular prayer for families within our
church and for our children and young
people who face so many challenges in
their lives and to their faith.

Girls’ Brigade
God has been good to us another year in

Explorers and Juniors enjoyed a visit from

Girls’ Brigade. Session began in September

Phoebe and Anna from ‘Friends of Vispa’.

with our usual Registration night. We are so

The girls were really interested to hear

thankful for the 105 girls on our roll during

about living in Africa and asked many

the past year.

questions.

We were sorry to lose Kerrianne Young and
Michelle Brown as leaders but welcomed
Rosemary Bolt and Sarah Stevenson into
our

Junior

Section

and

Andrea

and

Jacqueline Neill into Explorer Section.
The enrolment service in November was
well attended with all girls taking part.

Under-fives,

Explorers

and

Juniors enjoyed the pantomime ‘Beauty and
the Beast’ in The Braid. Seniors entered the
Dodgeball competition.
All sections enjoyed crafts, cooking, baking,
PE and games. Canvas Painting, Archery
and

Dancing

Senior/Brigader

were

added

badgework.

for

Explorers

enjoyed a music night with Kirsty. Hilary

Under-fives and Explorers Christmas treat

Young shared with the Juniors about

was a pyjama party, Juniors had a

Samaritan’s Purse and the girls were so

Christmas jumper party, Seniors enjoyed a

interested to learn the best items to put in

pizza night and Brigaders had a great time

their shoebox.

looking for elves in Portglenone Forest.
Thanks to Gareth Mackey for providing
food at the forest. Brigaders provided a
‘Christmas Tea party’ for our church elders

Each section followed the Scripture Course
set by headquarters on the life of Moses
and all girls sat the exam in February.

and their wives. The girls provided a great

Well done to Alice McFetridge, Ellen Bones,

programme finishing with Ashleigh playing

Hannah Johnston, Bethany Rosborough,

the bagpipes.

Ashleigh Robinson, Megan Tennant and

Seniors and Brigaders Carol Singing Night
around the village had to be cancelled due
to the weather as footpaths were unsafe to
walk on.
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Sally McGaughey on gaining their Brigader
Brooch at our 51st Display held on Friday
23rd March 2018 with our Special Guest
being Mrs Victoria Heaney.

End of session treat for Explorers was a

The Aim of the Girls’ Brigade is to help girls

great time at Fun Factory, Juniors enjoyed

to become followers of the Lord Jesus Christ

‘Godmodex’ in the church hall, Seniors

and through self-control, reverence and a

travelled

sense

by

train

to

‘The

Lost

City

of

responsibility

to

find

true

Adventure Golf’ in Belfast and Brigaders

enrichment of life. This is our prayer for

enjoyed a night of ‘Food Glorious Food’ in

each girl who comes through the door on a

the church hall.

Tuesday night.

Many thanks to all who support our
company through GB week, by prayer and
words of encouragement throughout the
session.
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Boys’ Brigade
This past year we have been blessed with
a good number of boys in all sections.

Junior Section
Juniors Section had 19 boys.

Unfortunately, we were down a leader

While the boys gather in they would

when Richard Cromie stepped down due

usually play football. Then to start their

to other commitments. We would like to

night we open in prayer and mark

thank him for his many years’ service in

uniforms. We then move on to the main

the

an

hall for P E? Marching, and Games. After

enjoyable display with Gary Mclaughlin

that they would do craft work or maybe a

taking part as our chief guest.

quiz, before their scripture talk. After

company

section.

We

had

closing in prayer, it then is a mad rush to

Anchor Boys

be first in line for the tuck shop.

Anchor Boys was well attended with

The boys also went to Lisburn Leisure pool

around 26 boys each week. The work

with the company section.

continues with the boys taking part in a
variety of games crafts and
Bible teaching. To end the session the boys
enjoyed a trip to The Fun Factory.
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Company Section
In the Company Section we had around
18 boys most weeks. We begin the night
with the Bible class where we studied
some of the lesser known characters of the
Bible. After that we go to the main hall
and have the fall in and mark the squads
which is followed by drill. Next, we have
badge classes and PE.
The later part of the evening would be
taken up with tuck shop and Games
before fall in and closing devotions.

As leaders of the Boys Brigade we are
thankful to God for all these boys and it is
our prayer that as they grow and mature
the object of the Boys Brigade would be
real in their lives.

The advancement of
Christ's Kingdom
among boys and the
promotion of habits of
Obedience, Reverence
Discipline Self-respect
and all that tends
towards a true
Christian Manliness.
For up to date news see
www.brooksidebb.org.uk

Some of the other activities the boys took
part in throughout the year included
Battalion chess and football competitions,
canoeing, hikes

in the Antrim hills,

sledging in the snow at Glenariff, Lisburn
pool, Sea fishing trip and Trooping the
Colours at Buckingham Palace.
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Youth Club
“Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with
him, and he with me.” Revelation 3:20.
A knock on the door is often the first sign on

of the work, committing the evening ahead

a Saturday night that there are young

to God and laying before Him our praise

people outside the door, ready to come

and petitions. The focus of each week is

inside at 7:30pm. This year has once again

Centre Spot, where a different speaker

been one of great change as attendance

comes to talk to the young people and

numbers have steadily dropped throughout

share God’s word.

the year. Unlike other organisations within

Spot is often a challenging time and we are

the church, it is very difficult to predict

so thankful for all the speakers who come

attendance numbers each week as many of

so willingly.

the young people choose whether to attend
or not on the general consensus of their
friendship group.
remains the same.

Our mission, however,
Whether there are

fifteen young people of fifty in attendance
each week, we aim to reach out to each
young person and make them aware of
their need of salvation.
Each evening begins with a time of prayer
before the doors open. This is a vital aspect
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Speaking at Centre

We wish to thank all of the leaders who
serve so diligently and others who have
helped us in so many ways throughout the
year in Youth Club. As always we ask the
congregation to remember the work of the
Youth Club in their prayers and earnestly
ask that the Lord will save our young
people.

PW
Our theme this year is Grow and bear fruit

the transformation in people, 120 come

taken from Colossians 1 v 10. Our prayer

to Sunday service, encourage churches

for all our ladies is that we may live a life

to be welcoming.

worthy of the Lord and may please him in
every way bearing fruit in every good work,
growing in the knowledge of God.

•

Committee members lead the evening

In September we thoroughly enjoyed an
afternoon

tea

with

Lorraine

Our Christmas evening
with Scripture readings and poems. Mrs

Duncan,

Rhonda

Country Bake Cake Design. Delicious!

Duffin

and

Mr

Michael

McCullough sang. We had a lovely

The following speakers came along to our

Christmas supper.

meetings.
•

Colin Davies – Spud Bear Ministries -

•

Epilogue by Doreen.

Teaching the gospel to children. Small

Doreen spoke from Philippians 3 v 12-

Bears BIG DIFFERENCE.

14. V12 held, V 13-14 no regrets, no

Colin spoke about - Talking bears, teach

distractions, V 14 to win the prize. By

young mothers why their children get

God’s grace that we would walk by

sick. Children who can’t read - bears

faith.

that speak over 30 different languages.
Solar

charged

bears,

sharing

the

gospel, health education, singing bears
getting

into

schools,

churches,

orphanages and hospitals.
•

Karis Carson - Prison Chaplain HMP
Pentonville.
Karis would meet people as they come
in and make sure they are ok. If they
need anything, pray with them. Charity
set up meeting people at the prison
gate, feed them soup, give them soap
for washing and share salvation. Watch
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Annual Dinner in Toast, Cullybackey.

•

Laura Jayne Mullan - co organiser Irish
Womens Convention, spoke from 2
Corinthians 4.
The body is not built to last. The body is
like a tent, it’s not permanent. This body
longs for the life that lasts building from
God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens. Suffering is
temporary, our time with Christ is
eternal. Teach us to number our days,
our days are short, but eternity doesn't
end. God provides this heavenly home
through Jesus.

•

Geraldine Kelso

•

A Little Extra

Brought up as a Roman Catholic, at age

A craft evening with Alison Dick from

14 gave her life to Jesus and started on

The

a fantastic journey to follow him.

(Goosebumps)

Secret

Place,

Ballyclare.

Geraldine lost 2 baby boys, she was
surrounded by a pool of darkness and

•

Annual Trip

angry with God. God said come to me

A lovely day of sunshine and fellowship.

and I will comfort you. She now has a

We travelled along the Causeway

son and a daughter but through her life

Coastal

God

her:

Presbyterian Church for coffee, then

1. Our plans may not be his plans.

onto Glenarm Castle to a Tulip Festival,

2.

me.

then to Larne for shopping. We finished

3. Don't ever ask God for anything you

our day with a beautiful meal in the

don't want.

Halfway House.

taught
He

really

does

love

Route

to

Cairncastle

PW Service - Rev John Hutchison. John

As ladies we pray we can grow into the

grew up in Portadown in a Christian

women God wants us to be, that we would

home. He drifted away from God during

grow and bear fruit and as a result be a

the troubles and joined the UVF,

blessing in our homes and churches in which

eventually serving 6 years in prison. He

God has placed us.

came to a saving faith in Jesus Christ
whilst in prison. He then went on to
become a Presbyterian minister.
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•

Parent & Toddlers
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it”.
We have now come to the end of our

We thank you for your continuing prayers

session 2017/18. We continue to thank

which are really appreciated, and we ask

God for his guidance and blessings each

that you continue to remember us in your

and every week throughout this year. Even

prayers. Parent and Toddlers is a very

though we have struggled greatly with very

important area as this is where friendships

few leaders, God has blessed us with

are built that last forever! We see wee ones

strength to keep on going.

and their parents progress from Parent and
Toddlers to Sunday School and also up
through the BB/GB.

In these days these

little ones need our prayers.

At tots this year we were very limited to
what we could do. As we struggled on with
few leaders we tried to continue to decorate
buns, do some crafts and general activities.
Next year we really want to start up our
music time again and if anyone could help
us in this way you would be more than
welcome.

Now that we have closed this session and
prepare to open again in September as with
each year we do not know what lies ahead
but whatever we face we know that God
will be with us throughout. We would like to
thank the congregation for all their support
and encouragement throughout the year
and we ask that you continue to pray for us
as we continue to share God’s love to
parents & children who come week by
week.
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The Brook Café
On a Friday morning from 9:30 am to 12
noon (and beyond) anything from between
six to twelve men meet in the hall to have
some breakfast and to chat. This past year
has been encouraging in that we have had
some new faces. Most of the men do not go
to church regularly yet they take time each
week normally about 11am, to listen to

God’s word being read and to discuss it.
These discussions can last anything from 5
minutes to 30 minutes. Week by week we
have worked our way through the book of
Revelation and we are now tacking the
Gospel of Mark. Please pray for this and
feel free to come along on a Friday
morning.

Book Club
The Book Club continues to meet over the

Revelation by Juan Sanchez and finally the

summer period once a month. This year we

book by Sinclair Ferguson entitled ‘A heart

have read a biography by Iain Murray on

for God’. The purpose of the club is to

the life of the missionary Amy Carmichael,

encourage people to read good books that

a book on the life of Joseph (of the multi-

will bless their souls and encourage them in

coloured coat fame) by Liam Goligher, a

their walk with Christ. We trust this has been

book on the dangers churches face based

accomplished this year.

on the letters to the seven churches in
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