
Brookside Bible Reading Notes 
“Seeking the Lord” 

Introduc:on 

There is nothing more important in life than coming to Jesus as our 
Saviour and our Lord. Finding Jesus, literally makes the difference, 
between eternity in heaven or sadly in hell.  

The Bible encourages those who do not know the Lord to seek Him and 
His salvaBon. Isaiah 55 v6 says, “Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
call upon him while he is near”. 

In seeking Jesus we are not to do it in a light-hearted way. In Jeremiah 
29 v13, the Lord says, “You will seek me and find me, when you seek 
me with all your heart.” 

We seek the Christ and His salvaBon through the reading and the 
studying of His Word. Paul speaks of how the scriptures “are able to 
make you wise for salva@on through faith in Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim. 3 v15) 
Peter speaks of how people are born again through the living Word of 
God (1 Peter 1 v23). 

The purpose of these Bible reading notes is to encourage and to help 
our people to seek Christ and His salvaBon through reading the Bible. 

The wonderful thing as you seek Christ, is to know that He is also 
seeking you. Jesus is described as the Son of Man who came to seek 
and to save the lost (Luke 19 v10). 

These notes are designed so that each day for two weeks you read a 
short part of scripture that is printed in bold on each page, and then 
you read the explanaBon underneath it. 

I pray that you may you know the joy of meeBng with Christ as you use 
these reading notes.  

 Every blessing, 

   William Moody 

1 

Day 1 – 2 Timothy 3 v14-17 
“14 But as for you, con1nue in what you have learned and have firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred wri1ngs, which 
are able to make you wise for salva1on through faith in Christ Jesus.  
 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correc1on, and for training in righteousness 17 that the 
man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” 

This is one of the key passages in the Bible on what the Bible is and does. Paul 
teaches that the scriptures are ‘God-breathed’ (v16) which means they have 
been breathed out from the very mouth of God. 

Many men were used to write the Bible but as Peter says, ‘men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit’ (2 Peter 1 v20-21). Paul, 
when wriBng to the ChrisBans in Thessalonica about the word they received 
from him said, “you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, 
the word of God” (1 Thess. 2 v13). The Bible is very clear that it is God’s 
perfect and flawless Word. 

But what does the bible do? The Bible brings people to salvaBon as it makes 
them wise about sin, Jesus and salvaBon (v14-15). God’s Word through the 
Spirit has the power to bring the spiritually dead to life. 

Then when someone becomes a ChrisBan, the Word does four things (v16). 
The word teaches; bringing people to a true knowledge about God, 
themselves, Jesus and salvaBon. The Word rebukes; showing us where we are 
going wrong in our beliefs, a\tudes and behaviour. More than that, the Word 
corrects; it puts us back on the right path when we go wrong. The Word then 
trains the believer. The daily reading and studying of God’s word, and hearing 
it preached is like going to a gym to exercise and strengthen our spiritual 
muscles. 

Teaching, rebuking, correcBng and training is for the purpose that the 
ChrisBan will be ‘thoroughly equipped for every good work’ (v17). Our 
relaBonship with Christ can’t be separated from our relaBonship with the 
Word. 
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Day 2 –Genesis 1 v26-31 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, aMer our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27 So God created man in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created him; 
    male and female he created them. 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruiPul and mul1ply 
and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on 
the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding 
seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the sixth day. 

Making mankind was the crown of God’s creaBon. “Let us make man” (v26) 
speaks of how all of the Trinity were involved, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Mankind was made in God’s image (v26) which means he was made sinless 
with a perfect soul. It also means that he was made with a thinking raBonal 
soul with which he could know and love God. Our DNA may have similariBes 
to the animals but our souls make us totally different creatures. 

Mankind was made to rule over creaBon (v26 & 28) and to care for this world. 
This planet is not to be worshipped by God’s people but we certainly are to be 
concerned about protecBng it. 

God made mankind male and female (v27). It is important to noBce how men 
and women are equally made in the image of God. Men and women are 
different in many ways and will have different roles, but they are both equal 
before God. We all have been made to find real purpose and fulfilment in 
knowing and worshipping the One True God.  

Do you have this purpose and fulfilment in your life in knowing God? 
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Day 3 - Genesis 3 v1-5 

“Now the serpent was more craMy than any other beast of the field 
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
actually say, ‘You[a] shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And 
the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you 
die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 
For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  

Here we see how this perfect world God created has gone wrong. The serpent 
who is introduced to us is clearly the devil. RevelaBon 12 v7-9 tells us this. 
The devil is ‘craiy’, he works through deceit and begins by seeking to get Eve 
to doubt what God has said (v1). 

If the devil can get us to move away from trusBng the Word of God, he is well 
on the way to get us to follow his ways of sin. The Word will keep you from 
sin, or sin will keep you from the Word. 

The devil next seeks to get Eve to doubt the seriousness of sin (v2-4). The 
wages of sin though is death (Romans 6 v23), sin always has terrible 
consequences and we must fear sin. 

We live in days when sin is trivialised and some think it is nothing more than a 
bit of ‘naughBness’. God does not change, He is forever holy and pure, and His 
fierce opposiBon of sin does not change. 

The next tacBc of the devil is to get Eve to doubt the good character of God 
(v5). He seeks to portray God as selfish and a spoilsport. Be very careful about 
suspicions about God that Satan will cause to come into your mind and lurk 
there. It is important that we have confidence in the character and goodness 
of God. Jesus reveals the wonderful character of God to us. In Jesus and 
parBcularly at the cross, we see the true character of the God we can trust 
fully. 

Have you been listening to the devil’s lies rather than God’s truth? 
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Day 4 – Genesis 3 v6-13 
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 
was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. 
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to 
the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of 
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 
ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have 
done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
Sin is very enBcing (v6). It looks good and it promises us so much. Sin is 
portrayed as being much more wonderful and enjoyable than the way of 
righteousness. Eve thought so and she was able to convince Adam of the 
same idea. This led them to rebel against God and to sin (v6). 
But when they sinned things suddenly looked very differently (v7). They then 
became self-focused and were filled with a great sense of shame. The 
innocence, the peace and joy they had were instantly all destroyed. 
Their sin and shame caused them next to hide from God (v8). The perfect 
relaBonship with God which they once enjoyed has now been broken. They 
are fools, acBng without wisdom and understanding. The eternal bliss which 
they could have enjoyed they have thrown away. 
God’s response is iniBally to call them (v9), not because He didn’t know where 
they are, but because He wants them to know where they are. Before there 
can be any hope, sinners need to understand and own up to their guilt, which 
is what God seeks to get Adam and Eve to do (v10-11). 
Sadly Adam (v12) and then Eve (v13) seek to pass the blame to others. It is 
only when we admit to our guilt before God and take responsibility for our sin 
that hope will be found. Is there sin you need to confess to the Lord now? 
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Day 5 – Please read Genesis 3 v14-19 

14 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed 
are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly 
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise 
his heel.” 
16 To the woman he said, “I will surely mul1ply your pain in childbearing;  in 
pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, 
and he shall rule over you.” 
17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your 
wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not 
eat of it’, cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all 
the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and 
you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall 
eat bread, 1ll you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
Sin brings terrible consequences and this secBon shows the consequences for 
the serpent, Eve and Adam. 
The serpent will be cursed in having to crawl low (v14). There will now be 
conflict between the serpent’s seed and the woman’s seed. Conflict is a 
lasBng consequence of sin. This conflict would one day produce the cross, 
when Jesus the seed of the woman would suffer (strike his heel) and the devil 
would be crushed (v15). Right at the beginning of sin’s entry into this world, 
we wonderfully see the hope of the Gospel being first announced. 
For the woman (v16) a consequence of her sin would be pain, in what should 
have been a Bme of great delight at child birth. There would also be conflict 
between the woman and her husband as she would seek to rule over him 
(This is the meaning of the word ‘desire’). 
For man (v17-19) the consequences would be hard toil and then death. The 
devil’s lie that sin would not bring death is proved false. 
As you consider the above consequences for sin you begin to see the 
seriousness of sin. Never believe the devil’s lie that sin does not bring terrible 
consequences. Flee from your sin. We live in a world of suffering as a 
consequence of man’s sin. The cross is the only answer to sin. 
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Day 6 – Genesis 12 v1-9 



Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 
your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you 
a great na1on, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonours you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” 

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram 
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram 
took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that 
they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and 
they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of 
Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the 
oak of Moreh. At that 1me the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord 
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 
built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he 
moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord 
and called upon the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on, s1ll going 
towards the Negeb. 

We have moved on many years from Adam and Eve. God was starBng 
something new through Abram (later to be called Abraham). Abram is called 
to leave his old life and step out in faith to where God will guide him (v1). 

Are there areas of your old life that you sBll need to leave? Pray about this. 

Abram is promised that he will become a great naBon and that through him 
all the naBons of the world would be blessed (v2-3). This blessing of all 
naBons would happen through Abram’s great descendant Jesus Christ. 

Abram and his family step out in faith (v4-5). Abram comes to the Promised 
Land and travels through it (v6-9) and worships near Bethel (v9). 

Blessing came when Abram stepped out in faith. Is God calling you to step out 
in faith? When you step out in faith amazing things can happen.  

Through this one man Abram great blessing would come to so many. How 
could God use you if you step out in faith in the Lord Jesus? 
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Day 7 – Isaiah 53 v3-7 

3 He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces, he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed 
him stricken, smifen by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniqui1es; upon him was the chas1sement that brought us peace, and with 
his stripes we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his 
own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its 
shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 

We have moved on many centuries from the Bme of Abraham to just over 
700 years before Jesus would be born. Even though it was sBll such a long 
Bme before Jesus would come, we have here a tremendously clear prophesy 
about what He would suffer. 

His life would be one in which He constantly would be despised and rejected. 
He came to His own and His own did not receive Him (John 1 v11). We sBll 
see Jesus despised and rejected today as many use His name as a swear word 
and many more have no Bme for Him to be their Saviour and Master. 

Jesus came to deal with our griefs and sorrows and to do this He was stricken 
by God (v4). The language used speaks of Him enduring terrible suffering for 
sinners like us as He was wounded and crushed for our transgressions and 
iniquiBes (v5). 

Sin is described here as being like a sheep that goes astray (v6). Sin isn’t just 
doing parBcularly evil things like murder or rape, sin is going off the path of 
love and obedience to God and we’re called to walk. 

Jesus as God, had the power to stop His suffering at any Bme, but like a 
sheep, He remained silent and endured this, such was His great love and 
desire to save sinners like us (v7). 

How will you respond to this great love and suffering of Jesus? Will you 
respond with worship, faith and submission? 
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Day 8 – MaNhew 1 v18-25 



18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being 
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfil what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: 
23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  
24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not un1l she had given 
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

Joseph must have been in a terrible state of shock and grief in discovering 
that Mary his betrothed was pregnant (v18-19). Joseph wanted to do the 
proper thing with a quiet divorce in breaking off the betrothal. 
The Lord had different and much greater plans for Joseph, which God now 
reveals to him in a dream (v20). The name Jesus is the Greek version of 
Joshua and means ‘the Lord saves’ (v21). Joseph has the amazing privilege of 
caring and raising the Saviour of the world as his son.  
In order to encourage Joseph to believe he is reminded of the promise in 
Isaiah 7 v14 about the virgin bearing a son (v22-23). Something truly 
staggering was happening and Joseph was being allowed to be part of this. 
The name Immanuel means ‘God with us’. Bit by bit the greatness of this child 
is being revealed. God is coming down, God is coming among His people in 
the form of a baby, to rescue them from sin. 
Joseph’s response was one of faith and obedience (v24-25). This would have 
brought him disgrace and make him the object of gossip and ridicule, but 
Joseph was prepared to take his stand for the Saviour. 
Similarly today, taking a stand for Jesus is not always popular and will bring at 
Bmes great ridicule. The person and truth of Jesus goes against much of what 
the world believes today. But are you willing to make a public stand for Jesus? 
This is the big challenge for us all. 
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Day 9 – John 1 v1-5, 14 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made 
through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. 4 In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

John begins his Gospel by calling Jesus the ‘Word’. Words reveal who a person 
is. Jesus as the ‘Word’ reveals what God is like. In the Greek thought of John’s 
day, the Word (Greek ‘logos’) was the controlling hand behind the whole 
universe. John by calling Jesus the ‘Word’ is saying that he is going to 
introduce people to the true controlling hand, the ‘Word’. 

The Word was there at the beginning of this world (v1). He is eternal and not 
something created. He is described as being with or towards God, which 
speaks of a real and living relaBonship with God.  

But as well as being with God, He is God (v1b). So He is both with God and is 
God. This speaks of the Trinity, the one God with three persons. This One God 
has this amazing relaBonship of immeasurable love between the three 
persons of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

John now emphasises that this Word is the Creator of all (v2-3). We don’t live 
in a world that exists by chance, we live in a world that was designed and 
created by God. Look all around and you can see the handiwork of the Word, 
the Creator.  

Why did God make this world? He did so in order that we can know Him. You 
were made by God’s design so that you will have a relaBonship with Him. 

You can know this God, only through Jesus the Word, He is the light of all men 
and women (v4). This verse begins to reveal a tension. There is conflict as the 
people of this world seek to overcome the Word, to fight against Him. 

Are you resisBng or accepBng the Word who is Christ? Have you a longing to 
know God and to know Him deeper? How does it make you feel to 
understand that the reason you were made was to know this awesome God 
through Jesus His Son? Pray about this!  
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Day 10 – Mark 15 v33-39 



33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole 
land un1l the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of the bystanders hearing it said, 
“Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and filled a sponge 
with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, 
let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus ufered a 
loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bofom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, 
saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the 
Son of God!” 

Jesus was crucified as the Jews and Romans conspire against Him. As we join 
the story here, Jesus has now been on the cross for three long torturous 
hours (v25 & 33). Things become even bleaker. Very strangely at the sixth 
hour which is noon, an eerie darkness descends on the land. Darkness in the 
Bible is usually a sign of judgement, so it was in this case! 
Jesus cries out words (v34) prophesied centuries earlier in Psalm 24, ‘My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?’ These are very chilling words that reveal 
a startling truth. Somehow Jesus was being separated from the love of the 
Father and was instead experiencing only the Father’s wrath. Jesus was 
experiencing in His soul the torment of Hell itself. 
What was the reason for this dark hour? Look at verses 37 & 38. The temple 
veil, which blocked people from entering the Holy of Holies, the place of 
God’s special presence, was being ripped apart. This showed that by what 
Jesus endured for sinners, they can now come into God’s holy presence.  
The loud cry (v37) with which Jesus died was a cry of victory, “It is finished.” 
He had done it; He had succeeded in achieving salvaBon for His people.  
Let us bow and marvel with the centurion (v39). This was no ordinary death, 
this was no ordinary man, this was God’s Son come to save sinners. 
Do you see that your only hope of entering God’s presence in heaven, is 
through what Jesus has done on the cross, in paying the price for sin? 

As the hymn puts it so well, “Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to Thy cross I 
cling.” Can you say, “In Christ alone, my hope is found”? 
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Day 11 – 1 Corinthians 15 v3-8 

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and 
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brothers at one 1me, most of whom are s1ll alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one un1mely born, he appeared also to me.  

How can we be sure that this message of the Gospel is true? 

The Gospel stands or falls on the resurrecBon of Jesus on the third day. If 
Jesus did not rise from the dead, then He was either a liar who intenBonally 
deceived people, or He was a lunaBc who was deceived Himself.  

If on the other hand, Jesus did rise from the dead then He has proved that He 
is the Lord, the eternal Son of God and the Saviour of the world. 

AccepBng the resurrecBon is a maner of faith, but it is not blind faith, but 
faith based on very strong evidence. Let’s consider this evidence. 

You have four gospel accounts of Jesus resurrecBon. Three of the writers were 
in Jerusalem when Jesus died and rose again, Manhew and John who were 
disciples, and Mark who was a follower of Jesus and close associate of the 
apostle Peter. The other Gospel was wrinen by Luke who was a doctor who 
decided to take Bme to invesBgate the maner thoroughly and listen to 
eyewitness accounts. 

 The next piece of evidence are the appearances that Jesus made to people 
aier the resurrecBon. Paul in the above passage speaks of how Jesus 
appeared to many different people, the apostles, himself on the road to 
Damascus and at one stage to a group of 500 people. When wriBng this 
account Paul speaks of how most of these people were sBll alive and 
therefore could have been quesBoned about this (v6). 

The final piece of evidence for the resurrecBon were the changed lives of the 
apostles. John would suffer imprisonment on the island of Patmos for his 
witnessing for Jesus and the rest of the apostles died for their faith. Would 
these men have suffered and died for something they knew was a lie? No 
these men all suffered and gave up their lives for the truth, Jesus rose again! 
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Day 12 – John 3 v1-5 
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 



that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that 
you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second 1me into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  

Nicodemus, as a Pharisee was a very religious man (v1). The Pharisees stood 
out in their zeal and diligence in keeping the Old Testament laws. 
Nicodemus also had come to respect Jesus as a teacher sent from God (v2). 
So he was a religious man, a good moral man and someone who had a high 
view of Jesus. 
But Jesus knew that all these admirable qualiBes did not make Nicodemus 
right with God. Jesus quite abruptly gets to the point about what Nicodemus 
needed (v3). There is no access to the kingdom of God without being ‘born 
again’. This statement from Jesus is emphaBc, it is absolute and very direct. 
Nicodemus is confused; he couldn’t grasp what Jesus was talking about (v4). 
Jesus takes no step back and repeats what He has said (v5). 
George Whitefield, a great preacher of the 18th century, was asked why he 
kept preaching “You must be born again”. His answer was simple, “because 
you must”. He was in good company, Jesus agreed with him. 
Jesus makes it clear there will be no heaven, without being reborn. Religion, 
good morals and good works will not save. We must experience this rebirth. 
The prophet Ezekiel describes this rebirth as God taking away a heart of stone 
that is hard and opposed to God, and replacing it with a heart of flesh that is 
soi and tender which makes it responsive to Jesus (Ezekiel 36 v26). 

Rebirth causes people who have hated Jesus and the Gospel, to now embrace 
Jesus and the Gospel. Rebirth causes people who have gone their own way in 
life, to now change direcBon and accept Jesus as Lord. 

A ChrisBan isn’t just someone who turns over a new leaf and tries to be a 
bener person, a ChrisBan is someone transformed within by the Holy Spirit. 
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Day 13 – Romans 3 v21-26  
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the 
law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no dis1nc1on: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 24 and are jus1fied by his grace as a giM, through the redemp1on that 
is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propi1a1on by his blood, to 
be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his 
righteousness at the present 1me, so that he might be just and the jus1fier 
of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

Paul’s teaching about sin in the first three chapters of Romans was to prepare 
the people for what he now reveals to them about how they can be right with 
God, apart from keeping the law of God (v21). The only way is through faith in 
Jesus Christ (v22).  

This is the only way, as no one perfectly keeps the law, no-one reaches God's 
standard which is perfecBon (v23). No maner how hard we try we will always 
fall short, by what we do we will never be good enough. Christ is our only 
hope but what a glorious hope.   

Jesus saves by grace (v24), which means it is totally undeserving and it is 
something we could never do for ourselves. Jesus brings redempBon (v24), 
which means to buy us freedom from our sin, but Jesus does this at a great 
price which is the shedding of His blood (v25).   

When we were not good enough to get right with God, Jesus steps in to live 
the perfect life on behalf of His people and to take upon Himself the 
punishment for the sin of His people. What an amazing Saviour. 

It says that Jesus is a propiBaBon (v25), which means that by His death Jesus 
propels away God’s wrath from sinners by taking that wrath of God upon 
Himself. This is the only way God can be just (v26) and sBll forgive. All sin had 
to be punished, so either we bear the sin ourselves in hell forever, or Christ 
bears the punishment for our sin on the cross.  

In salvaBon Christ must have all the glory. It is all about what He has done and 
there is no room for our boasBng. Have you come to that point of faith in 
Jesus? Have you come to see Jesus and His death as your only hope?    
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Day 14 – Acts 3 v13-21 
13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of 
our fathers, glorified his servant[b] Jesus, whom you delivered over 
and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release 
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him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a 
murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom 
God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name—
by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, 
and the faith that is through Jesus[c] has given the man this perfect health in 
the presence of you all. 
17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his 
Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn again, 
that your sins may be blofed out, 20 that 1mes of refreshing may come from 
the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, 
Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive un1l the 1me for restoring all the things 
about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 

When a crowd gather around Peter and John aier the healing of the lame 
beggar (v11), Peter is quick to give the glory not to themselves but to Jesus 
(v12-16). Peter is emphasising that faith in Jesus is no new religion but true 
Old Testament religion as it was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who 
raised Jesus from the dead (v13).  
Peter is also very quick at poinBng out their guilt in rejecBng and killing Jesus 
(v13-14). We see here how sin is something very personal as it is against 
Jesus. The big problem with sin is that it is against this Jesus who is so 
glorious, the Jesus who raised up this lame beggar (v15-16). 
Peter now calls for repentance from these people (v17-23). They must have a 
change of heart about Jesus and about their sin. Repentance is turning from 
sin and embracing Jesus as Lord in a new life of obedience. 
Peter teaches this Jesus will come again (v20-21). This Jesus was the final 
great prophet who was to come (v22; Deut. 18 v18-19) and failure to trust in 
Jesus will mean being cut off (v23).  
When someone is born again, rebirth creates two things in a sinners heart, 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and repentance which is turning from our sin. 
Have faith in Jesus and repentance from sin become real in your life? 
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What now? 
Have completed these short studies are you ready to come to embrace Jesus 
as Saviour and Lord. There are three things you need to do:- 

Admit your guilt before God and acknowledge that you deserve hell forever. 

Believe that your only hope is that Jesus has died on the cross to pay the 
price for your sin. 

Confess Jesus as Lord. Ask Jesus to be your Lord and Master and to take over 
your life. Tell others what you have done. 
If you’re not at this Bme at a point where you genuinely can do this, then 
keep seeking Christ by doing the following:- 

Pray – be honest with God about what is holding you back from embracing 
Jesus as saviour and lord and ask for His help. 

Read God’s Word – start with the Gospels Manhew, Mark, Luke and John. If 
you would like some notes to help you understand Mark’s Gospel ask William. 

Sit under preaching – the best way is to come to church regularly and hear 
God’s word being taught. This puts you in the path of grace.  
Brookside services and daily devoBons are also available at brooksidepc.org 
and on Brookside Presbyterian’s Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

Talk to ChrisBans, to your elder or minister about any quesBons or concerns 
you have about becoming a ChrisBan. 
If you have come to embrace Jesus through faith and repentance, then as a 
new ChrisBan you need to:- 
Read God’s Word Daily – this is your vital food. Reading notes to help in this 
are available from Brookside each month. 
Pray daily – talk to God about what you read in His Word is the best way to 
get started. Look for what you should praise and thank God for and bring to 
God the needs of others as well as your own. Brookside has a Prayer Diary to 
help with this. 
ANend Church and Midweek regularly to be fed, to worship and to have 
fellowship with God’s people. This is how you will grow as a ChrisBan. 
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